ESSAYS ON THE GITA

of Shudras and women seem at first sight local and
temporal, and, if they are too much pressed in their
literal sense, narrow so much at least of the teaching,
deprive it of its universality and spiritual depth and
limit its validity for mankind at large. But if we look
behind to the spirit and sense and not at the local
name and temporal institution, we see that here too
the sense is deep and true and the spirit philosophical,
spiritual and universal. By Shastra we perceive that
the Gita means the law imposed on itself by humanity
as a substitute for the purely egoistic action of the
natural unregenerate man and a control on his tendency
to seek in the satisfaction of his desire the standard
and aim of his life. We see too that the fourfold order
of society is merely the concrete form of a spiritual
truth which is itself independent of the form; it rests
on the conception of right works as a rightly ordered
expression of the nature of the individual being
through whom the work is done, that nature assigning
him his line and scope in life according to his inborn
quality and his self-expressive function. Since this is
the spirit in which the Gita advances its most local and
particular instances, we are justified in pursuing always
the same principle and looking always for the deeper
general truth which is sure to underlie whatever seems
at first sight merely local and of the time. For we
shall find always that the deeper truth and principle
is implied in the grain of the thought even when it is
not expressly stated in its language.

Nor shall we deal in any other spirit with the
element of philosophical dogma or religious creed